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Volunteering At Youthlaw 
Thank you for your interest in volunteering with us!

This information sheet outlines everything you need to know about volunteering with Youthlaw.  Please take the time to read this information sheet and if you would like to apply to be a volunteer please fill out the volunteer application form and return it to us.
	About Youthlaw 


Youthlaw is Victoria's state-wide community legal centre for young people. Youthlaw works to achieve systemic responses to the legal issues facing young people, through casework, policy development, advocacy and preventative education programs, within a human rights and social justice framework.

Our vision is for a just and equitable society for, and by, young people. Our mission is to provide an accessible legal service focusing on areas of unmet legal need. We seek to address systemic legal and social justice issues in Victoria through community education, advocacy and law reform.

Youthlaw was established in 2001 as a partnership between the community and private legal sectors. Youthlaw is based at Frontyard Youth Services in central Melbourne. Frontyard consists of an integrated team of collocated services that work collaboratively to address the needs of young people at risk, including accommodation, financial, legal and health needs.
The main areas of Youthlaw’s work include: 

· Legal practice – we provide free and confidential legal advice and information to young people up to the age of 25 years. We have a drop in clinic between 2-5pm each weekday and also provide legal information by telephone and email. 

· Community legal education – we provide legal education to young people and people who work with young people through presentations and publications.  

· Law reform – we advocate on justice policy issues. 
See www.youthlaw.asn.au for more information about Youthlaw. 
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Volunteering opportunities – roles and responsibilities
Youthlaw values the assistance of volunteers and we encourage people from both legal and non-legal backgrounds to apply to volunteer.  Many people contact us interested in volunteering with Youthlaw but we only have the capacity for about six volunteers each week due to space restrictions. 
At present most of our volunteer positions are policy and project based. Volunteers do assist with casework letters and administration but do not participate in legal advice interviews. In the future we may consider legal advice assisted by volunteer solicitors so let us know if you are admitted to practice as a solicitor. 

Currently, volunteers can assist with:
· Literature reviews

· Internet based research

· Development and writing of information sheets and reports

· Administrative support 

· Newsletter development
· There may also be project opportunities that involve working with young people. 

All volunteers are based in our CBD offices. We ask volunteers to commit to a period of at least 6 months and preferably that you are available to volunteer once a week. 

All volunteers will be provided orientation and provided supervision and supported by staff members. There may be opportunities for volunteers to attend training sessions where relevant. 
Volunteers are also invited to participate in get-togethers with other volunteers and with  staff and Management Committee members. 
	Application Process 


Because we can only work with a limited number of volunteers at any one time, we have developed an application process to assist us to match our needs with your interests, skills and availability. To apply you need to complete the following application form. Feel free to attach your C.V. too.
On receiving your application form we will contact you by email to let you know if there are any relevant opportunities available. If there is a position we think you’d be interested in we’ll contact you. 

If there are no opportunities currently available, we will keep your application on file and get back to you when an appropriate opportunity comes up. We may also email you and other interested applicants at regular intervals to gauge your continuing interest. 

If there are no opportunities at the moment you might want to think about volunteering with another Community Legal Centre. Visit www.communitylaw.org.au for information about other centres. 
Thanks and we look forward to meeting you!


	VOLUNTEER APPLICATION FORM


Name      ______________________________________________________

Contact Details 
Address:  __________________________________________


    __________________________________________

Mobile:     _______________________
 Home: ________________________

Work:       _______________________
 Email: _________________________

Availability preference (please circle)

Mon  /  Tues  /  Weds  /  Thurs  /  Fri 

Weekly  /  fortnightly

Morning  /  Afternoon  /  All Day

Date you can start? 
__________

Course of Study (if applicable): ___________________________________

Are you admitted to practice as a solicitor? 

( Yes

( No

Why do you want to volunteer at Youthlaw?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What social justice, youth and/or human rights issues are you interested in?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What type of work would you be interested in doing?

(tick one or more options) 
· Research / Writing 

· Working with groups of young people 

· Newsletter development

· Graphic design 

· Public speaking 

· Administrative work 
· Other (please state) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did you hear about Youthlaw? 

Please indicate if you would like to receive our (short) bi-monthly newsletter ‘the lowdown’:


( Yes
( No
Please return this form (and a copy of your C.V if you would like to include this) to: 

Email: info@youthlaw.asn.au 

Post: Youthlaw, at Frontyard, 19 King Street, Melbourne 3000

Thanks for your time. We will be in touch soon.
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