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Media Release -12 December 2008 

Protecting young people in trouble    
The Victorian specialist legal service for young people Youthlaw is saddened by the death of the 15 year old boy killed yesterday in a confrontation with police. 

“Youthlaw calls for a comprehensive broad review in light of this death that examines not only the police response but the adequacy of mental health and early intervention services that may well have prevented this tragic outcome” said Ariel Couchman , Director, Youthlaw.
“Currently mental health services for young people are inadequate and under - resourced. Mental health problems now affect 1 in 4 young Australians but most youth services experience delays or obstacles to referring young people to mental health services. This is from the early intervention stage right through to court referral for a mental health assessment. “
In regard to the police response we await the outcome of the investigation to determine whether it was appropriate in the particular circumstances faced by police. 
However we remind the community, police and the government that this was a young person and that any law enforcement action against young people is required by the Victorian Charter of Human Rights to take account they are a child and require an age appropriate response.
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