
Factsheet: Probationary Drivers  
General: 

· New probationary drivers are generally covered by a two-stage system. 

· Most drivers will be on their “Red Ps” for at least 12 months and then on their “Green Ps” for another 3 years.

· BUT if you receive your probationary licence when you’re 21 or older, you will go straight to being on your “Green Ps”. 

Red Ps – P1 system: 
· Applicable to people 18 -21 years old.
· Lasts at least 12 months. 

· If your licence is suspended, you will have to stay on your ‘Red Ps’ for an extra 6 months plus the suspension period.  

· Your licence can be suspended if you commit a driving offence, accumulate demerit points or if a penalty is imposed by the court. 

· Certain restrictions apply to “Red P’ drivers these are listed below. 
Red P Restrictions: 
· No mobile phone use (includes: hands free, hand held  or any messaging) – penalty: fine and loss of 3 demerit points
· No towing (unless for work or under instruction)  
· No driving high powered vehicles (includes eight cylinder cars, cars with turbocharged or supercharged engines, and nominated high performance six-cylinder cars)  - penalty: fine and loss of 3 demerit points 
· No drink driving – penalty: installation of an alcohol ignition interlock for people under 26 (can’t start your car without a breath test) for a minimum of 6 months when re-licensed 
· No more than one passenger aged between 16 and 21 unless you have an exemption (see below for more details) – peer passenger restrictions
New rules! - Peer Passenger restrictions explained: 
· You can’t drive with more than one “peer passenger” (someone between 16 and 21 years of age) if you are on your red Ps.
BUT you can drive with more than one other person aged 16-21 if:
· You’re a member of the police force driving in the course of your duties

· You’re driving an emergency vehicle (eg. Ambulance, police, fire fighting, SES) as a part of your work

· The peer passengers are members of your immediate family (eg. your siblings, step-siblings, a spouse or domestic partner),
· You have sitting next to you an experienced driver (person with their full licence over 21 years of age. 

· You have been granted an exemption 

Applying for an exemption: 
· You can apply for an exemption if because of : 

· your job, 
· an essential activity 
· or family circumstances
You will experience undue hardship if you could not drive  more than one “peer passenger”. 

.

· Eg: you need to take co-workers to work in the car every day, or if you drive 16-21 year olds in a vehicle as a part of your work

· To apply go to : http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/PublicationsAndForms/LicensingForms/ and choose Exemption from peer passenger restriction.
· Note: You do not have the exemption until it is approved. When your application has been approved , Vic Roads will send you a letter saying that they have granted you an exemption. 
