Youth Disability Advocacy Service (YDAS)
A state-wide advocacy campaign has emerged from Youthlaw’s initial educative sessions with YDAS in October 2008.

The group’s key concern is the lack of funding for, and the irregularity of, the provision of attendant care services in Universities & TAFE. 

This concern has been used to formulate a specific goal: the attainment of Uniform Standards of Care & Support across all Uni’s & TAFE’s

Current students and recent graduates affected by the issue comprise the working group. They are developing advocacy strategies with the support of George Taleporos [YDAS Director] & I.

The working group is in the process of developing a survey which seeks to clarify how many students are affected by the discrepancies in Attendant Care funding. 

The working group will use the data from the survey to inform the development of any submissions, letters & presentations to education networks and/or relevant ministers.

Wide ranging support from the University & TAFE Disability Liaison Units has been obtained, with a commitment to disseminating further information & an invitation to present at an upcoming network meeting.

Broader stakeholder support has been obtained as a result of targeted liaison with DLU staff, student unions & the Disability Discrimination Legal Service [DDLS]. 

By the end of June 09, the group intends to: collate the survey results, draft letters for publication, to begin working on a possible submissions & to launch a legal test case with the support of DDLS. 

The goal is for the working group to have developed the insight, confidence and skills to maintain its advocacy campaign independently following the completion of the REAL RIGHTS project. 

